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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

The editors are not responsible for opinions expressed in this department. All communications 
must be accompanied by the name and address of the writer to insure publication. 

A TRIBUTE TO DR. PISEK 

DEAR EDITOR: Would it be possible, for the sake of the large number of 
your subscribers who had the infinite good fortune to be trained under the 
wonderful teaching of the late Dr. Pisek, to reprint the enclosed tribute to him 
from a poem which appeared in the New York State Journal of Medicine for 
December? Dr. Pisek was a kind, patient, fatherly teacher in the truest sense 
of that word. He approached his work on the Post Graduate Babies' Wards in a 
thoroughly pedagogical manner; it was his serene pleasure to develop powers of 
observation, diligence, and what else a nurse needs and when once his mildly 
beaming eyes turned on me in surprise because he found a baby's tongue dry, 
I never after forgot to give folks drinks. I still have his notes and have used 
them many times in my own teaching. My husband cherishes the same tender 
memories of Dr. Pisek, who was also his lecturer on Pediatrics. 

New Rochelle, N. Y. Amy Armour Smith. 

IN MEMORIAM 

Godfrey Roger Pisek, M.D., Sc.D. 

By S. Adolphus Knopf, M.D. 

"To those who saw him at the bedside, 
Gentle, kind, and almost saintlike thus, 
Dispensing succor and relief, recalling 
Vigor and the glow of health 
When death seemed near. 
He was so young and yet 
Into one single score of years 
He crowded all the work of a long life, 
So that it seems he had been with us here 
For many a year e're yet his face we knew. 
Because of his achievements great 
His character and high ideals, 
Few had more friends 
Than he could count his own; 
Few had attained the same renown, 
When still so young in years." 

THE NURSE AS A FARMER 

DEAR EDITOR: I thought you might be interested in the after life of a 
one time nurse. Being "by birth and education" a farmer and fond of the 
soil, I returned to it after 22 years of service in the nursing field. In 1909, I 
bought a lot 150 x 150 feet in my native village in New Jersey and proceeded to 
have erected on it a six-room stucco cottage into which my sister and I moved 
April 1, 1910. I had always in mind the thought of a place / could take care of 
myself, that was central, quiet, and inexpensive in its upkeep. I planned to keep 
what fowls I could care for and get as much in fruit and vegetables as we would 
need from our garden. After nearly 12 years, I decide my reasoning has been 
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quite workable. In the beginning it took both caution and perseverance to get 
one's muscles used to doing the hard labor, but now I can truly say that I am in 
better health and strength than at any other period of my life. I have never 
employed more than two or three days' work in any one year about the chickens 
or lot and some years, a few hours only. I started keeping White Leghorn fowls, 
as I had not thought of raising them for food, only for eggs, but three years 
ago I commenced to change to Rhode Island Reds and find them better for me. I 
had started with 75 as my goal, but that has been dropped to 50 or 60, that is, 
I try to raise 20 pullets a year and keep them through the third year. I am 
fortunate in having a good and convenient market for my eggs, knowing how 
to market is most essential, and the past two years I am well pleased with finan- 
cial results. The year just closed brought me for eggs $215.50 and for fowl and 
broilers, $42.00; the feed cost $124.00, leaving a profit of $133.50. This is counting 
what is used in the home at a less charge. In the garden we start early with rhu- 
barb, then asparagus, and so all through until frost, always something available. 
For fruit we have strawberries, raspberries, currants, gooseberries, blackberries, 
three kinds of pears, two kinds of plums, sour cherries, two kinds of summer 
apples, three varieties of winter apples and an English walnut I planted in 1913, 
bore its first nut last year, just one, but that is a ray of promise. We have the 
piped town water, and we could have electricity, but use oil lamps for economy, 
and an oil stove for cooking through all the warm weather. We have a bath room 
and steam heat. We are twenty miles from the city and on a railroad. I am no 
expert either with chickens or the garden, but I work hard and am faithful to 
both and find them wonderfully interesting. We have a good variety of shrubbery 
and flowers, which I enjoy immensely, and I am thankful to be in the open and in 
good health. There are numerous calls to help in community work, both in the 
church and out, which give one the feeling that she is truly a part of the com- 
munity, though I find I have had to drop about all of my previous nursing interests 
except alumnae membership. It is well not to lose sight of the past. No matter 
how much work or economy is exercised there is always expense. We are told 
the two sure things are death and taxes, and the latter have risen from $38 a year 
to $65 a year since I moved here and I am now facing the cost of painting the 
house, stucco mostly, but the remainder was estimated the other day and the 
prices given were $115 for two coats. All of these things have to be considered 
before a nurse retires to farm life, though usually a small place near a large 
city can be disposed of fairly and readily if the load should prove too heavy to 
carry. 

New Jersey M. M. A. 

CHRISTMAS AT FORT BAYARD 

DEAR EDITOR: We had a jolly good Christmas. I think all our citizens 
vied with each other in making it a joyful occasion for us. The nurses of Al- 
buquerque sent us carnations; also the business men of Grant County. The So- 
journers' Club at this place and the Legion and K. of C. distributed candies. The 
Red Cross had a tree in each ward, and had gifts from different places, so you see 
we were bountifully showered. Singers visited us and sang Christmas carols, and 
we had other music and altogether it was a delightful occasion. There were parties 
for the ambulant patients. I am looking forward to Dr. Mayo's article in the 
Journal. I like discussions and debates. They keep us from stagnating. 
New Mexico E. J. S. 



